Multiple primary intracranial tumors and association of intra- and extracranial tumors. An autopsy study.
In 37504 autopsies performed during the last 3 decades at the Department of Pathology of Albert Szent-Györgyi Medical University (Szeged, Hungary) gliomas were found in 498 cases. These gliomas were associated with other types of intra- or extracranial tumors in 1.2-3.2% of the cases. Despite the male predominance observed in other types of multiple tumors, the multiple intracranial tumors and the intracranial tumors associated with extracranial malignancies were more frequent in females (possible role of hormonal influences). A relatively frequent association of various intracranial tumors with gastrointestinal carcinomas and in one quarter of the cases with extracranial benign tumors indicates that genetic factors may be involved in the pathomechanism.